





A Message from the Executive Director

Salmon farmers in New Brunswick are experiencing some of the best performance
in our 30-year history. This is a testament to commitments to the health and welfare
of the farms, the environment and the local communities. These commitments and
constant application of innovation, research and development will keep the sector
sustainable for the long term.

As many of you know, New Brunswick is truly one of the best locations for Atlantic
salmon farming in the world. Our products are in high demand by consumers because
they are simply delicious, have exceptional quality and nutritional value and are raised
in our cold, clean ocean environment.

It is important to note, too, that salmon farming and the aquaculture industry are
major economic drivers in New Brunswick, particularly for many rural and coastal
communities. Aquaculture has been identified as a key component of our province’s
plan to become self-sufficient by 2026. This is especially relevant as all of our salmon
farms are locally owned and operated.

There is a tremendous opportunity to advance not only our contribution here in

New Brunswick, but to our entire region. This year we launched the North Atlantic
Aquaculture Council, which will work to promote a sustainable aquaculture industry,
responsible management practices, high quality products, a healthy environment and
global competitiveness on the East Coast. To learn more, | would encourage you to
visit www.AllAboutSalmon.com.

In this report you will find many more examples of how the New Brunswick Salmon
Growers Association (NBSGA) is working to support our farms, the associated
operations, the people who work with them, and their communities. | am especially
proud of the focus that our association, our staff and our members have placed on
this effort.

As always, feel free to contact us anytime to learn more about the NBSGA as well as

the Council. We will be sure to keep you informed as we move forward together.

Yours truly,
LY

~fuati-

Jamey Smith, PhD
Executive Director

SALMON FARMING IN NEW BRUNSWICK:

Healthy. Innovative. Vital.



Atlantic Salmon -
Naturally Healthy and Delicious

Atlantic salmon farmed on the East Coast is an excellent source of DHA
and EPA Omega-3 fatty acids as well as vitamins and minerals essential for
good health and the normal development of the brain, eyes and nerves.
Our salmon is of premium quality and is regularly tested by food inspection
regulators. Our industry prides itself on meeting and exceeding the highest
standards to ensure quality and safety throughout the production cycle.

Accomplishments for 2008 include:

Developed the Fresh Facts information piece (excerpt below)
Launched AllAboutSalmon.com

Administered the Healthy Salmon Program which provides third party
verification of therapeutant use in aquaculture

J

We believe that it's important for consumers to make informed decisions about
the foods that they choose to eat. The graph below depicts the trace levels of
PCBs found in a variety of items.

PCB levels in foods, measured in parts per million (ppm

East Coast Atlantic salmon 0.014*
egg 0.019
porksteak 0.021
beefsteak 0.022
chicken breast 0.032
canned tuna 0.046
butter, salted 0.070

Adapted from USFDA Market Basket Study 2003 and *Dewailly et al. 2007




Sustainable Salmon Farming -
A Commitment to Our Environment

Our members are true leaders in environmental stewardship.
They adhere to rigorous, science-based environmental
performance standards that are among the most stringent in
the country and around the world.

The NBSGA continues to lead the way in research to assess environmental
performance and enhance the environmental management of our industry.

East Coast salmon farmers closely monitor the diets of our Atlantic salmon.
Fish health and welfare is a top priority. Our salmon are stocked at less than
five per cent of the net pen to provide the best living conditions for natural
schooling behaviour.

Environmental leadership initiatives for
2008 include:

I Developed a Code of Containment and collaborated with regulators to
establish a recovery strategy in the event of breach of containment

M Initiated dialogue with local commercial fishery groups which led to the
formation of the Fisheries-Aquaculture Working Group

M Spearheaded the Aquaculture Collaborative Research and Development
Program (ACRDP) project to examine environmental performance of the
industry, including sampling to improve environmental management
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Research and Innovation

Our members continuously seek ways to improve practices and apply the latest,
science-based knowledge available. We are actively involved in many research
projects to enhance our environmental performance and the quality of our
product.

The NBSGA Science Committee works to ensure that our research priorities
address current industry challenges.

Research highlights for 2008 include:

Continued Phase 2 of the NBSGA Offshore Aquaculture Project to measure
and establish relationships between engineering requirements and
oceanographic conditions at high energy marine sites

Continued an ACRDP project to examine existing environmental
performance data, explore the data for correlations and collect additional
benthic sediment data, Review and Analysis of Environmental Performance
Data for Salmon Farming Industry in Southwestern New Brunswick

Spearheaded the ACRDP project, Investigating potential for development of
a Marine Antifoulant Treatment from Marine Bacteria

Led a forward-looking, integrated management project to establish concrete
data regarding fish health




Vital to Our Communities

Our industry provides thousands of skilled jobs that keep our
best young workers in the region.

New Brunswick’s salmon farming industry is valued at approximately
$288 million annually. Revenues from this production exceeded those of any
other single agricultural product from the province.

New Brunswick salmon farms produce 39,000 tonnes of high-quality salmon
each year. This accounts for a third of all production in Canada. Our industry
includes hatcheries, marine sites and processing plants as well as feed plants,
equipment manufacturers and environmental scientists.

All of New Brunswick’s salmon farms
are locally owned and operated.

N

How we supported the communities
that support us in 2008:

I Hosted the New Brunswick Open Farm Day event, providing a complimentary
salmon barbeque and boat tours of the industry

I Participated in the annual food and wine festival, Indulge, in St. Andrews
with a complimentary barbeque at the town market and served various
salmon dishes at the gala event

I Met with tour boat operators in June to present an industry overview as well
as to address their concerns, and distributed educational brochures to visitor
information centres across the province

I Continued to operate the Limekiln Service Centre, used by aquaculture,
fisheries and recreational users

M Participated in the Bay of Fundy Stakeholder Forum
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Committees and Organizations
Supported by the NBSGA

Organizations

Aquaculture Association of Canada
(AAQ)

Atlantic Canada Aquaculture
Industry Research & Development
Network (ACAIRDN)

Canadian Aquaculture Industry
Alliance (CAIA)

International Salmon Farmers
Association (ISFA)

Saint John Board of Trade

Committees

Aquaculture Canada 08 (AC08)
Program Committee & Local
Organizing Committee

Aquaculture Collaborative Research
Development Program (ACRDP)
Steering Committee

Aquaculture Environmental
Coordination Committee (AECC)

Atlantic AquaFair Steering
Committee

Atlantic Salmon Advisory Committee

(ASAQ)
Bay of Fundy Stakeholder Forum

Blacks Harbour and Beaver Harbour
Wharf Steering Committee

Canadian Advisory Committee
for ISO Fisheries & Aquaculture
Standards

CSAS Pathways of Effect Committee

Fishery-Aquaculture Working Group

Inner Bay of Fundy Salmon
Recovery Team

ISA Research Working Group

NBSGA Offshore Project Steering
Committee

NBSGA Science Committee

NSERC Aquaculture & Capture
Fisheries Strategic Projects
Selection Panel

System Framework Committee

Events Sponsored by the NBSGA

Agricultural Alliance of New
Brunswick Open Farm Day

Atlantic AquaFair 2008/
Aquaculture Canada 2008

Atlantic National Exhibition
Economic Development Reception
Indulge New Brunswick

Huntsman Marine Centre
Ocean Day

New Brunswick Museum Exhibit

Special Thanks to our
Project Supporters

Aquaculture Collaborative
Research Development Program
(ACRDP)

Atlantic Canada Opportunities
Agency (ACOA)

Business New Brunswick

Canadian Agriculture & Food
International (CAFI) Program

Enterprise Charlotte
Fisheries and Oceans Canada

National Research Council
Industrial Research Assistance
Program

New Brunswick Department of
Agriculture and Aquaculture

New Brunswick Department of
Fisheries




NBSGA

Left to right: Ayesha, Sybil, Jim, Doni, Caroline and Jamey.

Our Assoclation

1987-1988: Henry Irwin Aqua Fish Farms Ltd.
1988-1989: Sharon Ford (Acting) Arctic Rose
1989-1990: Eugene Henderson Benson Aquaculture
1990-2002: William Thompson Cooke Aquaculture Inc.
2002-2004: Nell Halse Ocean Horizons Canada
2004-2005: Hugh Moran Ocean Salmon Farms
2006-Present:  Jamey Smith Northeast Nutrition

Skretting

AMEC Earth & Environmental
1987-1988 John Malloch Aquaculture Engineering Group
1988-1989 James Tucker Atlantic Veterinary College
1989-1990 Blair Moffatt CoastalSmith Inc.
1990-1991 Skip Wolf Dominator Marine Services
1991-1994 Garnet Matheson Downeast Plastics Ltd.
1994-1999 Bill Groom Future Nets & Supplies
1999-2000 Glen Brown MariCal Inc.
2000-2003 Glenn Cooke Marsh Canada Ltd.
2003-2004 Donovan Frye Novartis Animal Health Canada Inc.
2004 -2008 Len Stewart Rainbow Net & Rigging Ltd.
2008-present lan Hamilton RDI Strategies

Research & Productivity Council (RPC)
Sweeney International
. . Management Corp

Caroline Graham, R&D Coordinator

Jim Hanley, Wharf Manager

Ayesha Hosain, Healthy Salmon Auditor

Doni McGee, Executive Assistant

Jamey Smith, Executive Director

Sybil Smith, Director of Operations
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